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March 29, 2026 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support. It is with great pride that I reflect on this past year and share 

the meaningful progress that The Lewin Fund to Fight Women’s Cancers has made. 

 

At the core of our progress is a commitment to supporting women and their families not only through research and 

treatment but through the practical and emotional challenges they face each day. Our longstanding partnership with 

the Woman to Woman Program at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City continues to grow. Nationally recognized 

as a model for peer mentoring and support for gynecologic cancer patients, this program connects women at every 

stage of their journey with trained survivor volunteers who provide individualized emotional support, while also 

offering financial assistance to women in need. We continue to support their semiannual reunions. On April 5th, 

for example, we proudly supported the program’s 26th reunion, which focused on healthy brain aging and provided 

participants with education and resources to support long-term wellness. 

 

Together, with our Transportation Fund and newly piloted initiatives—including fertility-sparing treatment support, 

house cleaning grants, and expanded access to mental health services—our programs helped address the varied 

needs women face during treatment. Your generosity enables us to provide timely and meaningful support when it 

is needed most. 

 

We also continued to expand our direct patient assistance efforts through the Cancer Patient Assistance Fund at 

Holy Name Medical Center. This program provides financial support to female patients facing barriers related to 

transportation, food insecurity, medical supplies, and other basic necessities. Grants were distributed to individuals 

undergoing chemotherapy, radiation, and immunotherapy; many of whom were experiencing job loss, limited 

income, or ineligibility for public assistance. 

 

Additionally, our research partnership with Dana-Farber Cancer Institute continued to grow in 2025, reflecting our 

shared commitment to advancing innovative, patient-centered cancer research. The Lewin Fund made a $300,000 

multi-year investment to support two critical initiatives within Dana-Farber’s Division of Gynecologic Oncology: 

the RESOLVE fund, to support the investigation of antibody-drug conjugate target overlap in ovarian cancer, and 

to advance the search for cures and prevention of all women’s cancers in general. These studies aim to accelerate 

translational and clinical research and identify more effective, targeted treatment options for women facing 

gynecologic cancers. 

 

We were also encouraged by promising developments in endometrial cancer research, which aligns with our broader 

research mission. As an example, a phase II clinical trial led by Dana-Farber investigators demonstrated that a novel 

combination therapy using metformin, letrozole, and abemaciclib was safe and showed meaningful clinical activity 

in patients with recurrent, estrogen receptor–positive endometrial cancer. The study reported durable responses and 

prolonged progression-free survival, underscoring the importance of continued investment in innovative clinical 

trials that have the potential to improve outcomes and quality of life for women with limited treatment options. This 

was presented at national meetings and published in Nature. The Lewin Fund was acknowledged for our support. 

 

Given that only 5% of global research and development funding is allocated to women’s health, this partnership is 

crucial now, more than ever. Your continued support allows us to close these funding gaps, ensuring women have 

equal access to life-saving research, clinical trials, and treatment. 
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Education and awareness remained a core pillar of our mission throughout 2025, participating in numerous in-

person and virtual events focused on health, wellness, and cancer prevention. We were especially proud to sponsor 

the Women’s Health Symposium, an educational program presented through the Holy Name Health System and 

Holy Name Foundation. As chair of the event, I led a panel of healthcare professionals, educating the community 

on the most pressing health concerns for women in 2025. Building on this commitment to education, we also 

expanded our outreach to younger audiences. 

 

As an example, through our new partnership with Wonder Girls USA, we had the privilege of engaging with young 

women at Northern Highlands Regional High School in a panel focused on empowering young women and 

promoting important conversations about health and leadership. This work is critical: global data reveal that less 

than half of women are aware of the signs and symptoms of gynecologic cancers before diagnosis, and nearly half 

have never participated in a screening program. Thanks to your support, we are closing this knowledge gap—arming 

women of all ages with life-saving information and tools to take charge of their health. 

 

To further extend the reach of this work beyond our programs and events, we also focused on elevating these 

conversations through national media engagement. I participated in an interview with GoToHealth Media, which 

reached over 64,000 downloads, and was featured in MDLinx’s article, “Are More Women Getting Cancer—or Is 

It Thanks to a Major Shift in the Medical Community?” Our research investments were also highlighted in Cancer 

Therapy Advisor and The Mirage. I also authored an article for NJBiz’s Cancer Care feature, highlighting novel 

ovarian cancer treatment and the importance of continued clinical research. 

 

This growing awareness translated directly into meaningful community support. Our 6th Annual Walk for Women’s 

Cancers was a tremendous success, raising more than ever to advance our programs and support women affected 

by cancer. More than 325 walkers joined us this year—a record turnout that reflects our expanding reach and the 

growing size of our community. We also hosted a successful Tricky Tray, and introduced our first-ever Bunco 

Night, further expanding community engagement through new fundraising opportunities. 

 

As we continue into 2026, we look forward to expanding our outreach, support programs, and educational 

initiatives, with a particular focus on underserved communities in New Jersey and beyond. Please save the date for 

our Seventh Annual Walk for Women’s Cancers, which will be held on October 4, 2026. Stay tuned for more 

information on other upcoming events, as well. 

 

What I value most about The Lewin Fund is that, even as we grow, our mission remains deeply personal. We make 

a meaningful difference in the lives of women facing daily challenges, and our commitment to individualized 

support continues to set us apart. 

 

Your support is greatly appreciated and helps us continue this important mission. 

 

Heartfelt wishes to you and yours, 
 

   
SHARYN N. LEWIN, MD 
 

PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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